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Introduction 

Overview  

 Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has the largest and fastest growing population in the 

GCC 

 The healthcare sector in Saudi Arabia is set for a strong growth along with 

fundamental and structural change 

 Healthcare in the region is characterized by a huge demand supply gap and 

with high entry barrier , which gives rise to abundant regional opportunities for 

the private sectors 
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Healthcare Challenges  

Population rate expansion alignment with chronic diseases. 

Shortage of healthcare professionals. 

Medical insurance programs for Saudi citizens .  

Pharmaceutical manufacturing investment. 

Healthcare training demands. 
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 Hospital Growth Rate & Population Demands 

 The number of hospitals under the ministry of 

Health in the region stood at 244.  

 GCC Healthcare market is projected to grow at a 

12.1% CAGR from an estimated US$ 40.3 billion 

in 2015 to US$ 71.3 billion in 2020. 

 Saudi Arabia was home to an estimated 

population of 31, 935, 738 on 1st of January 

2016, a number projected to increase by 738 

993 during the year. 

 

Private; 
125; 
31% 

Public; 
244; 
60% 

Quasi 
Govt.; 
39; 9% 

 In 2014, the Kingdom's medical device market came close to reaching USD $2 billion. 

 The Saudi Ministry of Health plans to privatize 295 hospitals and 2,259 health centers by 2030. 
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Demographic changes 

Population Growth 

As of 1 January 2016, the population 
of Saudi Arabia was estimated to be  
31.5 million. This is an increase of 10 
% in over the last 5 years. 

Improvements in life expectancy 
over the past quarter of century 
have left the country with an 
increasing number of elderly people 
requiring care. 

Populations Aging 

Exposure to an unhealthy lifestyle 
results in higher levels of risk factors, 
such as hypertension, dyslipidemia, 
diabetes, and obesity that act 
independently & synergistically 

Lifestyle Changes 

 

Factors driving health-care demand 
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Shortage of Healthcare Professionals 

 The combined number of physicians in 
the government and private health 
sector has now reached about 34,000. 
22.6% of which are Saudi, while the 
number of nurses has grown to around 
70,000. 

 Total health workforce in Saudi Arabia 
of all health specialties, is about 
248,000 more than half of them 
(125,000) work in Ministry of Health.  

 The rates of physicians and nurses in 
Saudi Arabia are 16 and 36 respectively 
per 10,000 population, lower than in 
other countries such as Kingdom of 
Bahrain ( 30 and 58 per 10,000). 
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Health Insurance Programs  

 Saudi citizens are not required to have 
private health insurance, because of 
the free access to the governmental 
healthcare centers. 

 Total number of labor is believed to be 
6.84 million; which means about 23% 
of population in the country have 
some form of private health insurance. 

 Private health insurance started with 
only 1 company in 2004, where it 
currently involves about 25 companies. 
( still in high demand to cover 
population). 
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Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Market  

 KSA tops other Arabian Gulf countries in 
the number of generic brand 
manufacture. 

 KSA has more than 1.8 $ billion market in 
medicines; more than 3,000 pharmacies 
and 4,600 registered drugs. 

 Saudi citizens are the largest consumers 
of pharmaceutical products in the Gulf 
region where consumption of medicines 
is estimated to be $52 per capita 
income, compared to about $20 in the 
rest of Arab world. 

  Currently 27 pharmaceutical 
manufacturers are operating across the 
Kingdom accounting for 18% of market´s 
value. 
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Saudi German Cooperation Opportunities  

Pharmaceutical supply 

Medical Tourism 

Researches Training Programs 

Medical Equipment Visiting doctors  

Leading in the field to be the  
largest European  pharmaceutical 
industry & fourth-largest worldwide 

Leading the health industry & 
accelerate the translation of research 
results into practical applications.  

Academic education and training 
programs for Saudi doctors 

Treating Saudis in Germany Import high technology medical 
equipment 

Visiting doctors program in 
Government & Private sector 
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